
 
  

 

Save the Date s! 
the Date! 
 

 

School opening times 8.5 0a.m. ï 1.30p.m. ( Infants)  2.3 0 
p.m. (1

st
 ï 6

th
 Classes) .  The Board of Management does not 

accept responsibility for children on school property 
outside of these  times.  

Costumes 
Halloween 2024-  
Children may dress up 
for Halloween on Friday 
25th October.  

  Communion  
 

PARENT - TEACHER 
         MEETINGS 
 Wednesday 20th November Details            

to follow on Ala ddin 

  

 

 Saturday 17th      

May 2025 11am  

 

School reopens on Monday 4
th

 
November

 

NEW SCHOOL OPENING 

AND CLOSING TIMES TO 

COMMMENCE 04.11.2024  

We would like to extend our thanks for your participation in the recent 
survey regarding the new arrival and dispersal times. We are pleased to 
inform you that the results were overwhelmingly in favor of the 
proposed changes. As a result, starting from aft er Halloween, the new 

school times will be implemented.  

Balla N S 
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TO OUR JUNIOR INFANTS 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME 
 

We welcomed our 
junior infants with a 

visit to Mrs. Eganõs 
office and we went 

on a Bear Hunt   to 
the sensory park. 
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LOTS OF GREAT THINGS TO DO IN OUR 
SCHOOL FOR EVERYONE 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Tag Rugby  The 5th and 6th class 
had a great day at the school tag 
rugby event. A huge thank you to 
Sean Tonra for his invaluable 
support and guidance in coaching 
the students, helping them develop 
their skills and teamwork. His 
dedication is greatly appreciated, 
and the students are looking 
forward to showcasing what 
they've learned.  A big thank you 
for all the staff for helping out on 
the day 
 

SPORTS  

Pitch -Our pitch is in 
fantastic condition, freshly 
cut and rolled to perfection. 
Itôs ideal for all the sports 
and activities we rely on it 
for, including football, 
hurling, camogie, soccer, 
tag rugby, and cross-
country, just to name a few. 
Weôre so fortunate to have 
such a well-maintained 
space for our students to 
enjoy and excel in 

 

SPORTS  

 

Cross Country Our students 

took part in runs in Ballinrobe 

and Belleek in Ballina on two 

beautiful days and did 

themselves and the school very 

proud. A big thank you to Mr. 

Cunningham. Ms Sammon, Ms. 

Sinnott and Rose for organising 

this event. 

 

SPORTS  

 

Mini 7's  Cross Country 
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LOTS OF GREAT THINGS TO DO IN OUR 
SCHOOL FOR EVERYONE 

 

     
 
 

 

 

 
 

Ukulele  We are very fortunate to 
have Jamie Mulrooney coming to our 
school to teach ukulele to 3rd and 
4th class. His talent and passion for 
music will provide a wonderful 
learning experience for the students, 
and weôre excited to see them 
develop their musical skills under his 
guidance  

 

Ceol na nOg -We are exceptionally lucky to 
have the Ceol na nÓg initiative for children in 
Junior Infants to 1st class at our school. This 
programme offers a fantastic opportunity to 
introduce young students to the joy of music. 
We hope its inception will foster a great love of 
music and help plant the seeds for a strong 
musical foundation within our school 
community. 
 

Music   

 

Music   



 

 

HALLOWEEN NEWSLETTER   OCTOBER 2024 
 

5 

 

LOTS OF GREAT THINGS TO DO IN OUR 
SCHOOL FOR EVERYONE 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Spanish lessons - Spanish lessons are back for children in 3rd to 6th 
class, aligning with the new language curriculum, which now includes 
modern foreign languages. Lessons with Maria are lively, engaging, 
and full of energy. She is brilliant, and the kids absolutely love her. 

SSE Mé féin -As part of our school self-
evaluation, we are paying special 
attention to Irish- focusing on verbs and 
developing informal Irish, or "Gaeilge 
Neamhfhoirmi¼ilò thus helping students 
express themselves more confidently in 
everyday conversations. Our focus for 
this month is "Mé Féin,"  
 

Languages  

Languages  
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Chess club -Mr. Byrne has set 
up a chess club, and he 
welcomes any new members or 
those interested in starting. If 
you're interested 

               
 Please contact Mr. Byrne for 
more details                               

After School Chess Club  

OUR WOW BOARD SHOWCASES EACH CLASSES 
AMAZING WORK DURING THE YEAR 
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Green Schools  
 

Well done everyone on the huge turnout for National 
Walk to School Day. Lukasz from Green Schools 
Travel joined us and did a wonderful presentation in 
Junior Infants to 3rd class on how children in other 
parts of the world travel to school. 4th - 6th will have a 
presentation on Climate Change next month. As we 
continue our Global Citizenship-Travel theme this 
year we were delighted to be accepted in our 
application to Green Schools Travel  for a ten space 
bike and scooter rack  and shelter. Itôs great to see it 
getting such great use especially by our 5th class 
cyclists this term. Keep up the great work everybody 
and donôt forget to wear your Hi Vis when walking or 
cycling to and from school these darker days.  
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The children in 5th class have been very busy over the last two months! They have recently 
started cycling with Cycle Right and lesson 1 taught about road safety. Last Thursday the 
class took to the front yard with helmets fastened and bikes at the ready. They showed some 
serious skill and agility! In Science the children completed group projects on nutrition. Each 
group investigated nutritional properties in different fruits and vegetables on the ipads. We 
chose different fruits and vegetables mentioned in Ms. Armstrongôs first book óGranny Mai 
Eats The Rainbow.ô In music the children have been playing a mix of modern and traditional 
tunes on the tin whistle and have been singing songs in both English and as Gaeilge. In 
English the children have completed some fabulous recount pieces through the writing 
workshops. We are now beginning a new genre- report writing. We are very impressed with all 
the hard work the children have put in over the past few months. Hope everyone has a lovely 
mid-term. Happy Halloween!  
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Third class has been very exciting so far and we have all settled in so well to the new 
school year. We are very fortunate this term to be enjoying lessons in Spanish with Maria 
and we look forward to this each week.  We now are the proud owners of our own 
ukuleles and take part in music lessons each week. It is a great instrument to learn to 
play and we love how we all can take part and play together as a class. We will 
showcase our skills in the near future!! 

We have been working hard in the classroom across all subject areas - we loved getting 
hands on during maths week with games, group work and a maths trail in the sensory 
garden. We are very impressed with all the hard work from everyone in third class. 

 Wishing you all a lovely mid-term break and a happy Halloween. 
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Students Council 

 
Pictured below are this year's members of the student council. (From left to right)  

Fionn Mc Donald, Lochlann Howley, Carol Basquille, Rose Broderick, Peter Bourke and 
Grace Pierce. Missing from the photo are our 6th class members, Elijah Basquille and 
Grace Broderick. 

The children were testing out our new goals purchased using the funds raised by last yearôs 
outgoing student council. 

This yearôs crew are full of great suggestions and ideas. We have already started thinking 
about more fun events we can plan this year and we are looking forward to the year ahead 
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It has been a busy first term in Second Class. Two teams entered the Cross Country 
running competition for the first time. We enjoyed training as a class to increase 
everyone's fitness levels. Congrats to Kyle Conway and Keela Nally on securing gold 
medals. 

We enjoyed learning about Autumn and had a lovely walk in the Balla Woods on a sunny 
day. 

We were fortunate to have Kiara Mellett teaching in our class. She taught lovely, 
interesting lessons especially in relation to the earth, moon and stars. There were some 
lovely music lessons also, making shakers and beating out a rhythm to songs such as 
ñThe lion sleeps tonightò. The children also enjoyed learning ñThe community songò with 
actions. 

It was great to see such creativity in Second Class when the children wrote their spooky 
stories for Halloweôen. Well done everyone! 

Well done to Ms Sinnott on organising the maths week trail in the sensory garden for our 
classes for maths week.  The children had an amazing time.  
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It has been a busy first term in 4th class. Our Mondays are now full to capacity with our 
Spanish lessons in the mornings with Maria followed by our Ukulele lessons in the 
afternoon with Jamie. In Art this term we have focused on our drawing skills firstly 
completing self-portraits and we followed this up with drawing portraits of our classmates. 
In our P.E lessons we were determined to improve our athletics skills, in particular we 
focused on relays. We also had a coaching session for Futsal where we learned lots of 
new skills. In English we concentrated on recount writing in September and we are 
currently doing report writing for October. Mr. Cunningham has really helped us with this 
when he comes in for team teaching; he has lots of fun lessons to help us improve our 
writing skill. Everyone in fourth class is excited for mid-term break and we would like to 
wish everyone a happy Halloween.  
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     OUR SCHOOL IMPROVEMENTS 

 

      We have Ms Corcoran in our Autism class this year.  She and Steve our caretaker have given the 
       classroom a wonderful revamp for children and staff to enjoy. 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 


